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Sactrifice for the paddy

After threshing, the whole paddy harvest is piled
up on the threshing ground and a sacrifice is
performed. The low-lying paddy fields can be seen

in the background; behind them, the dry-fields
stretch up the hill.
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The rice-bride

After performing a sacrifice on the threshing
ground, the first basket of rice (called joni tifni) is
ritually taken to the house. It represents a bride
and stands pars-pro-toto for the whole harvest.
Tifni is the name for the basket of this size; joni has
multiple meanings: crop, yield and vagina.



Rice-bride in the sacred room
of the house
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On the day of threshing the paddy, first the joni
tifni is brought to the house and placed next to the
sacred post in the inner room. The head of a piglet
from the sacrifice for the owners of the rice fields
(Kamni) has been placed on top of the basket.
After the basket has reached the house, the whole
harvest is brought into the small inner room.
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Consuming the rice-bride as
sactrificial food

Months after the paddy harvest, in the context of
the April festival, sacrificial food is cooked by the
woman of the house in the inner room, from the
rice brought into the house in the joni tifni. The
consumption of this food reconstitutes the house
community. In the context of life-cycle rituals, the
feeding with this sacrificial food ritually transforms
the person.
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Climbing up the salap tree
(Caryota urens)

This palm-tree is highly valued by all indigenous
inhabitants of the region, as it provides juice that is
considered as “milk of the earth goddess.” A branch
is cut and the juice is collected in a pot suspended
from the branch. When fermented, this beverage is
mildly alcoholic. Here, a man is climbing the tree to
harvest the juice.
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Anti-sorcery ritual to ward off an
attack against a palm-tree

Like human or animal bodies, houses and fields,
also palm-trees can become the target of sorcery
triggered though envy. Here, a local healer is
performing an anti-sorcery ritual so that the juice of
the tree is flowing again. Because it concerns liquid
that comes out of the earth, the river-soil deities
(Kamni) are addressed in this ritual, who are also
considered as the owners of the paddy fields. The
healer is performing an invocation, holding his ritual
weapon (jupan, which is displayed in the showcase)
in his right hand.



Frobenius-Gesellschaft e.V.

Werden Sie Mitglied

Die Frobenius-Gesellschaft, gegriindet 1924, ist
einer der altesten ethnologischen Fordervereine
im deutschsprachigen Raum.

Zielsetzung der Frobenius-Gesellschaft ist die
Forderung der wissenschaftlichen Arbeiten

des Frobenius-Instituts, von Forschungsprojekten
und Publikationen sowie Veranstaltungen.

Als Mitglied der Frobenius-Gesellschaft profitieren
Sie vom kostenlosen Bezug der Zeitschrift
Paideuma und unserem Newsletter sowie
Einladungen zu unseren Veranstaltungen.

Ermagigter Jahresbeitrag fir Studierende: 25 Euro
Regularer Jahresbeitrag: 50 Euro

Bei Erteilung einer Einzugsermachtigung ermafigt
sich der Mitgliedsbeitrag auf 20 bzw. 40 Euro.

Formlose Aufnahmeantrage konnen per E-Mail an
die Geschaftsstelle gesendet werden:
frobenius@em.uni-frankfurt.de




FROBENIUS-INSTITUT
FUR KULTURANTHROPOLOGISCHE
FORSCHUNG

Goethe-Universitat
Norbert-Wollheim-Platz 1
60323 Frankfurt am Main

Telefon +49(0)69 798 33050
Fax +49(0)69 79833101

frobenius@em.uni-frankfurt.de
www.frobenius-institut.de



