Nigeria 100 Years Ago

A road in Ife.
“The Yorubans are, perhaps, the cleverest and most talented nation to be

found in the whole of West Africa”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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Greter Jalarer.

The Ooni of Ife.

“Clad in a gorgeous robe of bright green silk, a mag-
nificent tiara on his brow, and shaded by a huge silken
canopy, the Oni, the head of the Holy City of Ifé’s hier-
archy, advanced to meet us with a great crowd”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main

The palace of the Ooni at Ife after
the Modakeke wars.
“A minute or two after twelve

midday the monumental ruins of
the Oni’s palace met our gaze.

We stood before the portal of the
castle in the middle of an enormous
square”
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Dresses worn similarly among the Yoruba, Nupe, Hausa and Kanuri.
“Some women in pretty headdresses and some men in handsome
flowing garments were standing here”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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A street view in Ife.
“Cities which, in the sense we, too, give to the term, deserve to be
called ,metropolitan’”
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National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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Wooden front door with relief woodcarvings.

“Ilifé must have been a unique example of the old-
world style of timber architecture in the hundreds of
sculptured beams. lifé, the ancient, well-preserved
and ornamental city it once had been”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main

“The exterior of the courtyard was
charcterized by some wooden pil-
lars, embellised with carving, which
supported the overhanging roof”
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Crafts

Bead making in llorin Bronze casting in Yorubland A dyeing workshop in Ilorin

Weaving by the women on an verti-
cal loom in llorin.

“The hand produces the weft by
throwing the shuttle backwards and
forwards and the woof by shifting
the beam upwards and downwards”
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Shango temple in Ibadan.

“The whole scene, the richly carved columns in front of the gaily-coloured
altar, the ancient man in his circle of devotees and the upward-lifting scaf-

folding towards the front, sustaining the mighty, soaring frame of thatch,
was superbly impressive”
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National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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“The head was usually kept under-
ground at the place of ist discovery
it was only brought out and sacri-
fices made to it at certain festivals”
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A pencil sketch of the Olokun head
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“Glaze again! We picked up some
more. The body of them all was

a substance like porcelaine clay,
similar to cement, but they were
all coated with a glaze of many
colours”

Excavated objects from Ife
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Terracotta head excavated in Ife.
“Two days later a terracotta head
arrived intact. | bought it”

Terracotta head excavated in Ife.
“Here we found exquisitely life-like terracotta heads,

with clear-cut features and purity of style, differentiat- 2
ed, however, by old-fashioned tatooing marks and the | 0

way of dressing the hair”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main




