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her ita ge, to fashion out an image of YusufAbdallah Usm an said "through ' th at the exhib ition came , at atime
themselves which they communicate thi s ex hibi tion of archival materials, when the Federal Government ha s
to the -wo rld so , Ni ge ria ca nno t be we make avai lable to the Nigerian renewed inte rest of ens uri ng that
di ffe rent as we con s um e c u ltura l publ ic an inv aluable documentation ' Ni geria as sum es her po sition as a
produ cts' of othe r c iv ilizations, we of life in severa l Ni geri an societies cultura l g iant: '
must as a matt er' of urgenc y m ark et as th ey exi ste d one hundr ed year s " < The Cha irm an Sen at e Committee
what our predecessors have achieved" "ago", ' '" 'on Culture and Touri sm , Sen . Dahiru

'Mohammed e xp la in ed th at th e Usman " ' re i t e ra te d th e : .B a k o vGassolrstated th at vth e
exhibition will afford th e soc ie ty the " Co mmission's commitment in playing ,', presentati on,~i>ntributes tanour
opportuni ty to cross-exa m ine thei r ' it s rol e by using the universal ' understanding of Nigerian 'h isto ry'
p ast , s el ec t what they cons ider " language of its collection to create , and culture by bringing to life scenes
d el ect abl e a n d through v a r io us a nd ' d e v e lo p in te rna t io n a l of daily ac tivitie s, arts and crafts,
instrume nta lities, se~k to perpetuat e un derst and in g wi th in a w orl d i n , arc hi tec ture and cos tumes in Niger ia
them . ' wh ich some paroch ial people talk of ,' 10 0 yea rs ago po in ted out the

Earlier, the Directo r Genera l of clash ofciviliza tion, instead of seeing ex hibition was a ime d at educating
th e N ati on a l Co m mi ss io n for th e unity in our diversity. and enligh ten ing the society on their
Museum s and Monum ent s (N CMM1. DG N CMM . exp ressed del ight cult ura l heritage".

DayTo Remember:leoFrobenius'
CollectionMakes ImpactIn.Abuja

Bv IJ EOMA EZEIKE

T
uesday 9t h of November
20 I 0 will remain a
mem or abl e day that would
not be easi ly fo rgo tte n by

a r t love rs, fu n see ke r s a nd
stakeho lders in the tourism secto r, as
they thron ged to Cy prian Ekwens i Art
a nd C u lt u re cen t re in A b uja to
wi tness the re ma rka ble ex hibi tio n of
' Leo Frobenius' doc umenta tio n o f
cultura l life in seve ral reg ions of
Nig eria 100 years ag o.

On di spl ay, was a r ich co llec tio n
o f past pho tograph taken by him that
co n tai ns so m e r ic h attra cti o n of
images wh ic h br ings to m ind o ld
mem ories of N igeria espec ia lly pr e
independent er a.

T he e xhibit ion attracted pho to
enthus iast which shows an exa mple
of how pho to can reinvent the past
and g iv e hop e to to da y' s
pho tograp hers.

De cl a ri ng th e ev e nt ope n, the'
Mini st er of To uri sm. Cu lt ure a nd
Na t io na l O ri e n ta tio n , . A lhaj i
Abubakar Mo ham med sa id "What we
are doi ng to day is in d e ed , the
beginning ofa programme ofcultural
act ions that wo uld co ntri bute to the
env isio ning of a pro spero us Nigeria
fo r ge nera tio n yet unborn" .

Mohamm ed d e sc rib ed Leo
Frob cnius as a cultural icon and a
grea t exp lo re r th at was born and
rai sed in Ge rmany b ut ca me to
Atr icu, took pic tures , made pai ntin gs
and draw ings that have stood the best
of tim e.

In his wo rds "L eo Fro benius was
closel y asso ci at ed with th is country
fro m 1910-191 2 and hi s travel s
produced' more than three th ou sand ,
images ran ging from sketches ; pen
a nd oi l pa intin g, w ater co lo urs,
pho tog ra phs and others" . ' , '

He added t hat th e wo rks o f
Fro be n ius, gave a ric h c u lt u ra l' ,
imp ressi o n of arc h i tec ture . arts"
handicr aft, arid the day to day life of
both the common man and royalty in
Nigeri a. , '

T he' mini st er not ed that th ere is
need fo r th e co untry to mar ket what
the predece ssors have ach ieved in the
past

According to him "all co untries
o f th e worl d a rc tappi ng int o th e
wea lth e mbedded in their cult ur a l


