Nigeria 100 Years Ago

Procession led by the Etsu Nupe.
“An Emperor, an imposing figure in
the perfection of his power, was at
the head of the Nupe realm”

Cavalry wearing lifidi (padded armour).

“Before me lies the history of Nupé, a history wide and
deep and full of meaning. | can travel back into the
thirteenth century ...”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main



Nigeria 100 Years Ago

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main




Nigeria 100 Years Ago

A village scene in Mokwa.

“What | must here set down is idyllic. Let us take a peep into the jolly,
happy, peaceful life which runs its course in the small provincial town of
Mokwa in Nupéland”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main




NUPELAND
Crafts

Workshop of g|a2|ers in Blda

“We had so frequently heard such

a lot of the wonderful arts of these
people that at last they seemed to

be legendary”
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A specialised metal worker.
“Arriens and his easel went from one

)

; s-;e
T-_é“ ) 5
L,

workshop to the other, for every one
of these wonderful art industries was
to be set down on canvas”

A metal workshop in Bida.
“We were lucky enough to find a
clever old master-smith who forged

some old shapes with old patterns
from bar iron”
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Stools for women made of palm
ribs and ornamented wood

61.

An ornamented brass container produced in Bida.
“Bida is an industrial city, and, next to Kano the largest
in Africa and, in many respects, as Kano people as-
sured me, very much its superior. Every one works at
his trade in Bida in the quarters assigned to his guild
from early morn to dewy eve”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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Festive procession of the Emir of Bida and his royal suite.

“All around us were the signs of varied and vigorous life. Really fine hors-
es, richly caparisoned with gold and silver embroidered trappings, carried
noblemen in magnificent flowing robes introduced by the Arabian mer-
chants trading with the Mediterranean”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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Male and female Ello masks in Mokwa.

“The Lilly of Mokwa had to accept the missionaries, those missionar-
ies who had taken away from him and his people their greatest pleasure
namely, the ceremonial of the mask and burned the masks, saying that
they were evil and of the Devil”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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A drum, made of fur, played during
masquerade performance

Player of Kakatshi at the royal court in Bida.

“For the first time | saw the wonderful trumpets,
although in the Emir’s absence they were not blown
to-day”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main



