Nigeria 100 Years Ago

Leo Frobenius (1873-1938). The German ethnologist's
vision of a “real, old, warm-blooded culture” in Africa
was quite progressive in a time when Africa‘s signifi-
cant cultural achievements were not recognized.

“I was the first ethnologist to go to the Interior of Afri-
ca, and up to date only a few have followed me there”
(Frobenius, The Voice of Africa, 1913)

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main

Already as a young man, he had
nourished the dream to travel to
Africa. He believed that the ancient
cultures of Africa would be doomed
to decay under the onslaught of mo-
dernity. Their documentation was
the main motivation for his travels
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The route of the expedition in Nigeria and Cameroon, 1910-1912.
“Generous hospitality and spacious circumstance are met with every-
where and always”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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Expedition camp on the banks of river Benue.
“When one of our sort arrives, pitches his camp, and settles down to
work, comes the great real task of my vocation — namely, to make friends,

excite interest, get collaborators”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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In Ife, Frobenius got into trouble with the colonial au-
thorities over the alleged theft of antique objects.
“European administrators up-country are still full of
sympathy for travellers whose mode of life so closely
resembles their own. Where, however, an authority is
firmly settled a body with the mobility of an expedition
is an element of extraordinary disturbance”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main

Frobenius was a child of his time

and did not question the colonial

system as such. Being a conserva-
tive nationalist, he even praised the
German colonial regime in Togo.
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Based on the wealth of information gathered during his expeditions
Frobenius delineated a worldwide history of cultures as well as a theory
of culture called “cultural morphology”. He published over 50 books and
educated many Europeans about the richness of African cultures

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main




