Nigeria 100 Years Ago

A young Koma weaver in Ndera village working with a horizontal loom.
“They show the same progressive scale in their social organisation
and the same gradations, namely, a definite systematic arrangement
based on four or five different periods of life, which harmonises with
the stages of development in their philosophic and religious systems”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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Spears, lances and arrows produced by the blacksmith of different
Adamawa peoples

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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A collection of beautifully designed colourful spoons.
Adamawa held a great reputation for the highly crea-
tive artisanry of calabash decoration done by women

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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The holy circumcision knives of the
Chamba kept inside a leopard‘s paw

The cult of ancestor skulls as practiced among the
Verre, Doowaayo, Jen, Batu and Koma.

“They regard their dead with the tenderest piety and
reverence. They enshrine their skulls in their homes
and before they themselves enjoy a morsel, they pray
the deceased member to come back into the bosom of
the family and sacrifice a portion of every grain of corn”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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A stringed instrument from the
Koma called ‘dungu’

An elderly Duru man with his traditional harp

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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A nicely decorated Bachama house

in Djen

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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View from the Koma village Ndera down into the Faro valley.

“I cannot do otherwise than say that these human creatures are the
chastest and most ethically disposed of all the national groups in this
world, which have become known to me. Nowhere have | met a people
who maintain their moral cleanliness so strictly and so entirely as a mat-
ter of course as these little tribes”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main
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Fulani horsemen during a durbar in Tchamba
“The Galadima took a lot of trouble with his headmen to make our stay
as pleasant as he could”

National Commission for Museums and Monuments and Frobenius Institute, Frankfurt/Main




