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Baxxe : Home

During my ten days stay in August 2019 in Wenago, a woreda of the
Gedeo zone, | had the opportunity to work with six young men and
women around the idea of Home. We played with questions like,
“What is home? What is most important about home? And how
would one like to capture and remember the idea of home?” Of
course most started with taking portraits of family, friends and then
went on to cover daily life and vivid landscapes/land marks of their
respective surrounding.

Home for many of us can be interpreted as a familiar space and a
place of belongingness where one, in relative terms, can be both
spiritually and physically free.

Among hundreds of photographs taken by the German
anthropologist A.E. Jensen and his team in southern Ethiopia in
the 1930s to 50s, we find relevant information from the past, even
though from today’s perspective many of their approaches are
outdated. From the Gada system grade transfer to market scenes
and traditional clothing of the time, Jensen's photographs provide
us with the opportunity of learning a great deal about disappearing
traditions, changing customs and both societal and governmental
structures that were prominent for the period.

However, activating the archives involves not only unraveling past
information but also questioning the archive as an object of interest
as well. Jensen and his team took not only photographs but also
prehistoric steles that signify history, identity and place. Some of
these steles, currently found in a storage of the Weltkulturen Museum
Frankfurt, can be seen standing and surrounded with bushes in
some of Jensen's archived photographs taken in Gedeo. As part
of addressing this, a series of double exposures are made by re-
photographing the steles in their current state in Frankfurt and
showing the new found “names” (museum inventory numbers) for
them.

The present day photographs are works of Abrham Tilahun, Asrat
Zewde, Bethlehem Abera, Birhan Bayu, Hiwot Dawit, Petros Worku
and myself. Through our works and the photographs from the archive,
a negotiation of the past-present and an outsider-insider view takes
place. In this sense, “Baxxe ¥ Home"is a middle ground where all of us
who took photographs brought a level of self-awareness, a portrait
of a community and for the audience, hopefully a unique reflection
and relationship of its own.

Maheder Haileselassie

mahederhaile@gmail.com
November 2019
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About the project

Following an invitation by the Goethe-Institut, Maheder Haileselassie
visited the Frobenius Institute for research. in Cultural Anthropology
in Frankfurt, Germany, in March 2019 and again in May 2019 along
with Abel Assefa, a heritage manager and conservator. The Frobenius
Institute has a collection of around 15,000 photographs mainly from
the southern part of Ethiopia that were taken by anthropologists
who did research there between the 1930s and 1990s. During the
visit, Maheder and Abel looked at these photographs, videos and
other archival material of the anthropologists out of which the idea
of working around the concept of “Home" was born.

Maheder then travelled to the Gedeo Zone to meet with six young
men and women and spend a week working on the idea of a home
and viewing photos and films from the Frobenius Archive together.

A great thank you goes to Gedeo Zone Culture, Tourism and Sport
Bureau, Wenago Woreda and ARCCH (Authority for Research and
Conservation of Cultural Heritage) for the support they provided
during the realization of this exhibition.
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Founded in 1898 by Leo Frobenius, the Frobenius Institute
for Research in Cultural Anthropol-ogy is Germany's oldest
research institute for cultural anthropology. Between 1934
and 1994, one of the Institute’s regional focuses was in
southern Ethiopia (especially Konso, Sidama, Wolayta, Borana,
Gedeo and today’s South Omo Zone). Originating from this
period, the insti-tute houses rich archives and collections on
Ethiopian studies. The researchers were particularly interested
in visual documentation, and trained artists accompanied
the expeditions. The visual collection of around 20,000
photographs and drawings is a unique relic from this period.

Since 2010, the Institute has again taken up current research
in Ethiopia. In recent years, the Institute has also made great
efforts to record the archive materials in databases, digitize
them and discuss them critically with Ethiopian colleagues. It is
an important concern of the Institute to pass on its large photo
collection to institutions, researchers and source communities
in Ethiopia. The current exhibition, “Baxxe ¢ Home', is the third
joint project with the Goethe-Institut Addis Abeba to share
the photos with the Ethiopian public.

www.frobenius-institut.de
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The Goethe-Institut is the cultural institute of the Federal
Republic of Germany with a global reach. Since 1962, the
Goethe-Institut Addis Abeba has been promoting cultural
exchange be-tween Germany, Ethiopia and Europe. For over 50
years, the institute along with its African, European, Ethiopian
and German partners, has been organizing and supporting a
range of cul-tural programmes within Addis Abeba and parts
of Ethiopia to foster intercultural dialogue and cooperation.

In the past 10 years the Goethe-Institut Addis Abeba
launched and participated in different pro-jects in the fields of
photography, documentation and archiving, connected with
the ideas of memory, representation and identity. Examples
are the network Centers of Learning for Photog-raphy in
Africa (CLPA), several Photographers’ Portfolio Meetings,
the foundation of the Cen-ter for Photography in Ethiopia
(CPE), the traveling project ‘Shoa: A Geographical Passion;
as well as an exhibition with vintage prints by Ethiopian
photographer Johannes Haile in connec-tion with a workshop
on photography, photographic archives and digitalization of
analogue film.

For the “Baxxe  Home" project, Goethe-Institut Addis Abeba
collaborated with Frobenius- Institut to foster access to
archives and collections on Ethiopian studies in Germany for
the au-dience in Ethiopia.

www.goethe.de/addisabeba
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